LPC Hires
Executive
Director

Excom votes to employ Juan
Ros to work full time for
California Libertarian party

Fulﬁlling the third
of Chair Mark
Hinkle’s 1997 goals,
the LPC’s Executive
Committee voted 11-4
to hire Juan C. Ros,
e Chair of Region 61

— (San Fernando
Juan Ros Valley), as the Party’s
Executive Director. The vote took place
at the Excom’s April 18th meeting in
Santa Clara.

Ros will begin working full-time for
the Party on Monday, May 4th, becoming
the LPC’s first employee in many years.
Funds to pay for the position were raised
by donations and pledges from members.
(See “LPC Raises Funds For Executive
Director,” last month.)

“I’m thrilled,” said Ros, who lives in
Los Angeles. “This is a critical moment
in the LPC’s growth, and I admire the
Executive Committee’s courage and con-
fidence in going ahead with this. And I'm
grateful to all the people who came for-
ward to make this happen.”

Once Ros starts on the job, he will fly
to Washington D.C. to consult and train
with the leaders of the national Party. “I
want to emulate their success at the
national level here in California,” he said.

As the LPC’s Executive Director, one
of Ros’s primary responsibilities will be
to serve as its spokesman for the media.
“My goal is to get the LP into as many
newspapers, radio (continued on page 5)

Republican congressman and former
Libertarian presidential candidate, Dr.
Ron Paul. This issue, we present a fran-
script of his speech at the 1998 LPC
Convention. (see page 6)

Libertarians
Protest
Tax Day

California Libertarians
march against state theft

As every American knows, April 15th
is Tax Day — the day that the U.S.
government annually demands its pound
of flesh from citizens in the form of
income taxes. It is also the day that many
Libertarians march in protest to the year-
ly shakedown, reminding their fellow
fleecees that “taxation is theft.”

This year was no different...

In the state’s capital, the LPC’s
Sacramento and Placer County regions
sponsored a joint (continued on page 3)

LPC Takes
Positions on
Propositions

Excom offers its recomenda-
tions for pro-liberty voting
on ballot propositions

by Ted Brown

At its April 18th
meeting, the
LPC Executive Com-
mittee took positions
on four of the nine
propositions for the
June 2 primary ballot.
There was quite a lot
of debate and contro-
versy on several of the measures.

The committee voted to support
Propositions 219 and 227. Prop. 219
would prohibit a statewide initiative
from including or excluding a county
from its effect depending on how that
county voted on a measure. Prop. 227 is
the “English for the Children” initiative
which would eliminate most bilingual
education. Committee members felt the
measure would promote parental choice
in this area. (continued on page 9)

Ted Brown
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LETTERS

RN ==

you by the Freedom of
Information Act; no need for
you to take responsible steps
seeking some measure of pro-
tection, security and privacy in
your dealings with the IRS.”

I have spent the last eight
months trying to get the cus-
tomer-service-oriented IRS to
release documents pertaining
to me under FOIA. I have
exhausted the Appeals process,
including Form 8626, “Agree-
ment to Rescind Notice of
Deficiency” and a sworn
Affidavit explaining all of the
items in question. Yet the IRS
deliberately chooses to ignore
all of this, causing me to peti-
tion the Tax Court.

I also find it a curious over-
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The following letter was sent to Congressman
Elton Gallegly (R):

Another Republican Switches

After several years of disillusionment with poli-
tics in general and the Republican Party in par-
ticular, I have left the Republicans behind and re-
registered as a Libertarian.

Once upon a time I thought the Republican
Party was committed to action consistent with its
principles; time, however, has shown this not to
be the case. A look at your own “‘report card” for
the summer of 1997 proves this — not a single
vote in opposition to higher taxes or bigger gov-
ernment! The defining line between Democrats
and Republicans, liberals and conservatives, has
not only blurred, it has steadily shifted away
from the principles of our Founding Fathers.

Another case in point: The hearings on Capitol
Hill about the abuses of the IRS — once a prime
Republican issue. Yet it’s up to Senator Bob
Kerry (D-NE) to spearhead this with his 1997
publication, “A Vision for a New IRS.” And the
aftermath of all the “focus” on the IRS? The
agency continues unfettered in its abuses — I
know, I turned to your office for help with the
local IRS. While appearing to be touchy-feely-
interested in helping, the gist of the assistance I
received from your office was as follows:

“Come now, Mr. Stowell! Why so alarmed?
There’s absolutely no reason for you to assert
your rights as a taxpayer; no reason for you to
insist on collecting information guaranteed to

sight that, hot on the heels of

the IRS hearings, not once did your office men-

tion that Mr. Kerry’s publication might be of

interest to me... At any rate, I realize that I have

been asleep at the helm. Rest assured that I will

now keep a watchful eye on the actions of elect-

ed representatives to ensure strict adherence to
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

RICHARD L. STOWELL, JR.

Ventura, CA

Sing Out for Liberty

Remember singer Johnny Mathis’ big hit song,
“It’s Not For Me To Say.” That title, with one
minor change, can serve as the perfect libertarian
reply to our legislators!

For example, whenever yet another regulatory
law is proposed by our legislature, and a sub-
committee hearing is scheduled to debate the
merits of the proposed legislation, we should take
the opportunity to speak out against this increase
in government interference; that is, we should, in
unison, sing at each assemblyman and senator,
“It’s not for you to say!”

KIM GOLDSWORTHY
Rosemead, CA

Sendymrlcuersw

LPC

P.O. Box 2193
Hnliywood CA?O(}‘!&
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Libertarian
Tax Day
Protests

(continued from page 1)

event at the sole location in the city where
last minute taxpayers could drop off their
tax returns until midnight. “We held signs
proclaiming our opposition to the tax sys-
tem and the IRS,” reported Sacramento
Chair Gene Frazier. “The sign encourag-
ing taxpayers to ‘Honk If You Hate
Taxes’” was particularly rousing to
motorists. Post Office officials finally
asked us to move the sign to the front of
the demonstration area because the tax
form collectors were getting blasted by a
steady stream of car horns.”

Attending the Sacramento-Placer rally
were local Libertarians currently running
for office. The evening provided them
with some good media exposure.

At the other end of the state, a few
miles north of Los Angeles, the San
Fernando Valley Libertarians held their
protest at their favorite spot, the Van
Nuys Main Post Office, a centrally locat-
ed site annually bustling with last minute
tax-filers. “This year,” reported Chair

Juan Ros, “Second
Vice Chair Don
Wilde' and I broke
in our region’s
newly-purchased
‘Operation
Politically
Homeless Booth’
kit and adminis-
tered a number of
‘The World’s
Smallest Political
Quizzes’ — before
getting kicked off

L]

San Francisco Chair Starchild at his
region’s Tax Day Profest.

of their continu-
ously  honking
horns.. All  the
local media were
there, too, and we
received  some
very nice TV cov-
erage.”
Meanwhile,
San  Francisco
Libertarians were
hosting their own
demonstration at
a centrally located

the Post Office’s property! The good news
was that all but one of the quiz-takers
scored in the Libertarian quadrant!”

Ros and Wilde moved their demonstra-
tion to the bustling street in front of the
Post Office, and were later joined by other
Los Angeles County Libertarians. “About
20 other members eventually showed up,”
said Ros. “Treasurer Phil Baron dressed up
as Uncle Sam and attracted quite a bit of
attention. Our Congressional candidate for
the 24th District, Erich Miller, also made
an appearance along with his infant daugh-
ter — who was wearing a shirt-reading
‘Dad For Congress.” Our protest received
the noisy encouragement of passing
motorists and last minute filers in the form

post office in that city by the bay. “We
handed out Party literature,” said Sdn
Francisco Chair Starchild, “and circulat-
ed petitions — including a Libertarian-
sponsored measure to repeal the income
tax.” Activists also distributed the LP’s
newly minted “million dollar bills,”
which provide facts about the govern-
ment’s profligate spending, as well as LP
contact info. In addition to spreading the
L-word, the San Francisco Libertarians
actually raised a little money for their
region by collecting signatures for sever-
al initiatives whose sponsors were paying
for signatures.

Numerous other regions sponsored
protests as well.

Executive Commiitee Meetls

LPC Officers, Regional and At-large Representatives gather to conduct Party business

by Joe Dehn

he LPC Execom

met in Santa
Clara on April 18. All
voting members plus
several alternates
were present for most
of the meeting.

action charges, for labor. Work added
will include some tasks previously done

May 1998

Joe Dehn

The Chair presented a contract with
Withease (Thea McLean) for database
and other administrative work. Primary
changes from the previous relationship
are adding more tasks and switching to a
uniform hourly rate, rather than per trans-

by volunteers. The contract was approved
with the proviso that a monthly limit on
hours be established beyond which the
Chair must be notified.

There was a discussion of the applica-
tion of the Bylaws provision requiring
Executive Committee approval of con-
tractual obligations and financial liabili-
ties. The Executive Committee agreed
(by a 2/3 vote) to delegate to the
Operations Committee authority to
approve contracts as long as they do not
exceed 60 days, $10,000, or the amount
budgeted for the activity in question.

The Northern and Southern Vice
Chairs presented reports. The minutes of
the 1998 convention and of the 16

February Executive Committee meeting
were approved with corrections. The
Secretary reported on the results of three
recent mail ballots.

A report from the Style Committee on
the Bylaws was presented; the recom-
mendations will be voted on by mail bal-
lot after members have had a chance to
review them. Style Committee recom-
mendations concerning the Platform are
expected to be considered at the next
meeting.

The Treasurer presented financial
statements for activity through March.
There was a discussion of the accounting
for convention promotion expenses and
the question of (continued on page 4)
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OPINION

From The Chair:

Taking Risks, Reaping Rewards

by Mark Hinkle

'm delighted to
report another suc-
cess — the last of
our three goals for
1997 is now a reali-

ty: the LPC Execu- t‘

tive Committee has Mark Hinkle

voted to hire Juan Ros as the Party’s
Executive Director.

In addition, the Excom voted to secure
the services of Thea McLean of WithEase
to handle our organization’s database and
administrative requirements. As a result,
online regions will now receive monthly
membership reports from her via e-mail;
regions that are not yet online will receive
them by U.S. Mail.

With Thea handling the Party’s admin-
istrative business and Juan performing
his full time efforts, we are well on our
way to becoming a fully professional
organization.

Juan begins working for us this month.
For a description of his responsibilities,
see the related article on page 1. We've
place a lot on Juan’s shoulders, but I
know Juan can handle the job and handle
it exceedingly well.

Some believe that hiring an Executive
Director is a risky move, one that might
fail. They are right on both accounts. But
that is true of any effort to grow and
change. Whenever an individual or
group tries something new, there is
always the possibility of failure...but
there is also the opportunity for success!
If we are to alter the course of politics in
California, then we must change, we
must grow, we must mature. To succeed,
we must risk failure. But remember, this
isn’t a game of chance. Our efforts will
determine the outcome: achieving suc-
cess is within our power. If we have the
will to succeed, we shall.

Which brings me to our monthly
pledge program...

Thanks to the over 1,200 contributors
and numerous major donors (who con-
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tributed between $1,000-$10,000 each),
we now have an Executive Director. One-
time contributions enabled us to raise the
start-up capital to fund this endeavor, but
it will be our monthly pledgers who shall
keep it going. Therefore, one of our major
goals for 1998 is to raise the monthly
pledge base from approximately $3,000
per month to $6,000 per month. That’s
ambitious, but we can do it.

While I'm on this subject, and since we
have now accomplished our three prima-
ry goals for 1997, this seems like a good
time to announce my new goals for 1998:

1) Building our ranks to 7,000 members;

2) Building our monthly pledge pro-
gram to $6,000 per month;

3) Generating $350,000 in total revenue;

4) Maintaining ballot status.

None of these goals will come easily.
Last year’s didn’t. But last year, you
came through with the financial support
we needed to fuel our growth from 2,300
to 5,400 members; last year, you helped
us raise a total of $190,000 in revenues
— $40,000 above our goal; you also
made it possible for us to hire our new
Executive Director, Juan Ros.

This year, we have our work cut out for
us again: but we can turn our vision into
reality. We already have the vehicle — a
professionally run organization — all you
have to do is provide its fuel. We have
already demonstrated that, when you pro-
vide the support, we make things happen.
I believe the LPC is eminently donor
worthy, and I hope you agree.

If you are not yet a monthly pledger,
please sign up today (you can use the
form on the back of this newsletter); if
you are already a monthly pledger, we
hope you will consider increasing your
pledge amount. With your continued sup-
port, we will make our 1998 goals a real-
ity, as we did with our 1997 goals.

I believe that securing our Liberty is
worth the risk and the expense — and I'm
betting that you believe so too.

NEWS

Executive
Committee
Meeting

(continued from page 3)

whether the convention should be consid-
ered to have made a profit, including
implications for compensation of the con-
tractor. The question was referred to the
Operations Committee.

There was discussion of a plan for tele-
marketing to build up the monthly pledge
program. The Committee voted unani-
mously to go ahead with this plan.

The Chair presented terms of a pro-
posed contract for Juan Ros to serve as
Executive Director. Discussion included
the kinds of work he would be doing,
estimates of costs beyond salary, possi-
bilities for a bonus plan, and whether we
are in a strong enough financial position
to take this step. The contract was
approved with minor amendments.

The Committee discussed nine propo-
sitions which will appear on the June bal-
lot and took positions on four of them: in
favor of 219 and 227, in opposition to
222 and 224.

The Committee considered two pro-
posals for the 1999 convention, one for it
to be in San Jose and run by the LPC, the
other for it to be in San Luis Obispo and
run by Region 40. It was decided to hold
the convention in San Jose, on Presidents
Day weekend, and that the Chair should
appoint a convention organizing commit-
tee so that the work would not be an addi-
tional burden on the new Executive
Director.

The next meeting is scheduled for
August 15, 1998, in Southern California.

Joe Dehn is Region 43 Representative to
the LPC Executive Committee. This arti-
cle has been condensed from his summa-
ry distributed to activists via e-mail. His
original summaries of this and previous
meetings, along with the official minutes
from the Secretary which should be con-
sulted for the complete record of business
and exact wording of motions, may be
found at <http://www.lp.org/ca/lpc-ec-
meetings.html>. W

May 1998



NEWS

LPC Hires himself available

to local LPC

Executive regions,  and

© assist the Party
Director

(continued from page 1)

shows, and TV news broadcasts as possi-
ble,” he said. “I'm going to develop
media contacts up and down the state. I’ll
be writing and distributing press releases
regularly, and appearing on as many
radio talk shows as I can — English and
Spanish.” Ros, whose parents are Cuban,
speaks fluent Spanish.

The party’s new Executive Director
also plans to establish a Libertarian
beachhead in the California legislature:
“I’'ll be monitoring what goes on in
Sacramento and testifying before legisla-
tive committees.”

In addition, Ros hopes to increase the
number of California Libertarians in
office. “I want to see a continuous slate
of candidates running for local legislative
office all across the state and will work to
get them elected.” He also will make

Ploclgos &

at fundraising.
Ros joined the
LP in 1996 and
soon became one
of its top activ-
ists. In 1997, he
was elected Vice
Chair of Region
61 and later

Juan Ros and his wife Stacy.

a first for any
state LP conven-
tion.  Currently,
he is the
Libertarian can-
didate for
Congress in the
26th District.
Ros graduated
from Penn State
University with
a BA in Film,
and has worked
in the entertain-

became a Re-
gional Representative to the LPC Excom.
Last year, he also organized and hosted a
fundraising dinner featuring Charles
Murray that raised over $2,400 for the
Libertarian Party of Los Angeles County
and was broadcast nationwide on C-
SPAN. Soon after, he was named Media
Chair for the 1998 LPC Convention, held
last February. Ros was responsible for
booking one of the Convention’s most
popular speakers, talk radio show host
Larry Elder, and arranged for the speech
to be broadcast nationally by C-SPAN —

ment industry in
various capacities over the last ten years.
“Working in the entertainment industry,
I’ve had to deal with a lot of egomaniacs
who love to waste money,” he said, “so I
guess I'm well-qualified to take on our
state government!”

Summing up his feelings, Ros said:
“I’m very honored to have been selected
as the LPC’s Executive Director, and
really looking forward to helping the
Libertarian Party become a major force in
California politics.” W

Growlh Watch: 1) | 9938
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FEATURE STORY

On February 14, Republican con-
gressman and former Libertarian
Party presidential candidate Dr. Ron Paul
shared his experiences on Capitol Hill
with a standing room only crowd at the
LPC’s 1998 Convention. The following
is an edited transcript of his speech:

RON PAUL: People frequently ask
me, “Would you ever join the Libertarian
Party again?” I say: “Well, I've paid my
life membership dues. I haven’t resigned
and they haven’t kicked me out, so I still
must be a member!” (audience applauds)

But I'm not a big champion of parties;
I’'m a champion of principles. I endorse
everything the Libertarian Party has done
to promote liberty, and don’t see any rea-
son for conflict between people who pick
different vehicles to achieve the same
ends. The important thing is the message.

When I announced my intention to run
for Congress in 1996, I went to the
Republican delegation and said “I'm
thinking ‘about running again. There’s a
Democrat holding the 14th District now
and I think T can beat him: I think T can
make it a Republican seat.” They were
very cordial, then I left. Three weeks
later, the district was a Republican seat
because the Republican leadership had
bribed the Democrat to switch over! They
gave him a seat on Ways and Means and
promised him a million dollars for his re-
election campaign — just to make sure
they didn’t get this libertarian guy back in
Congress! The Republicans were happier
with a Democrat than a libertarian.

But they didn’t have the final say. We
had four candidates in that primary race.
I came in second. The incumbent was
first. So we had a run off — and I won
with 52%.

I thought it would be interesting to tell
you about the campaign...

First, the incumbent’s supporters
charged that I was not a loyal Republican.
But that didn’t carry much weight
because their guy wasn’t much of a loyal
Republican either! (audience laughs)

Their other charge was that Libertar-
ians have all these weird notions that the
War on Drugs isn’t working. It was obvi-
ous to them that all they’d have to say
was “Ron Paul is for legalizing drugs,”
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- “drugs, but I do believe the War on

and nobody would vote for me. I
thought so too — I certainly didn’t
have full confidence I could win.
The Republicans spent a million
dollars on the incumbent and ran a
tough primary. But they didn’t
understand Texans or this district,
which is very rural — and they did
some things that just didn’t work...
First, they brought in people
from Washington to campaign for
the incumbent! That backfired. All
I had to say was: “Do we need
Washington to tell us who we
should have as a Congressman?”
They spent most of their money-
on some really monstrous TV ads
attacking me on the drug issue. So
we ran ads with me in my doctor’s
office - wearing my white coat and
holding a baby, saying: “You know
I don’t think people should use

Drugs isn’t working. It’s time we
thought about ending it.” By the
time of the election, 65% of the
people were very aware of the drug
issue — and of that 65%, we got
2/3 of the vote! It was amazing!
People ‘realized T wasn’t for drug
use, I was against the War on
Drugs. I was against big govern-
ment wasting our money, intruding
into our privacy and confiscating
our property! Even in this Bible-
belt community, they understood.
Then, during the general elec-

tion, the Democrats figured they om.essman Dr

had a good way to beat me. They

A View

decided that the best way to beat Ron
Paul would be...to hit him on drugs!
(audience laughs) So they spent all their
money vilifying me on the drug issue.
And the same thing happened — I won
the election! We really surprised a lot of
people, including myself.

So I went back to Washington, where
the first big question becomes what com-
mittees are you going to be on. I knew
they weren’t going to put me on any of
the fancy committees. One of the “minor”
committees is Banking. I'm interested in
the monetary issue, so I asked to be put
on that. They said, “No problem — no
one wants on that anyway.” Then I asked

for a seat on Foreign Affairs. Again, I
was told, “No problem — no one wants
on that either.” But the next day they
changed their minds. When I asked why,
they said: “There’s a certain lobby that
says you can’t be on it because you
won’t vote for any foreign aid.” So, as
long as I wouldn’t vote for any foreign
aid, there was no chance I could be on
the Foreign Affairs committee.

But it’s still fun being in Congress,
taking the positions I take. One of the
individuals I've gotten to know and get
along with well is none other than Bernie
Sanders! Now, why would I be aligning
myself with a socialist like Bernie? Well,

May 1998
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C's 1998 Convention in Los Angeles.

Paul:

You’re passionate about every-
thing, and it looks like you’re hav-
ing a good time.” I thought it was
interesting that this guy who’s hon-
est and sincere and wanting to do
good, could not think of anything to

® - be passionate about. Well, try liber-
I ty! (audience applauds)

I also heard another Republican
say, “You know, sometimes I wish
we were back in the minority. Then
I could forget about politics and
vote for what I believed in — like
Ron Paul!” It’s interesting...

As you know, we get to make a
minute speech before the sessions

~ start. I make use of this sometimes.
Discussing the possibility of going
to war with Iraq, I said that our for-
eign policy was inconsistent: in the
past, we’ve given Iraq arms and aid
and looked the other way when
they used poison gas on Iran; now
we think they’re dangerous. Then
another member got up and, quot-
ing Emerson, said: “A foolish con-
sistency is the hob-goblin of little
minds.” His point was that only lit-
tle minds dwell on inconsistencies.
Later, I responded: “Criticizing
another member for following a
consistent freedom philosophy and
strict adherence to the Constitution
is actually -an attempt to reassure
the critics themselves, who are
uneasy with their own position.
Obviously, criticizing one for con-
sistency either means that inconsis-
tency is something to be proud of,

he hates the leadership of both major par-
ties! And, occasionally, there are some
issues on which we can agree with princi-
pled people from the left. Recently,
Bernie heard me give a speech opposing
going to war with Iraq. Afterward, he
came up to me and said, “Ron, I don’t
know what’s going on...I agree with you
on another issue!” So I poked him and
said, “Bernie, you keep comin’ along and
we’ll make a libertarian out of you yet!”
(audience laughs)

The other day I was in an elevator with
another freshman, who turned to me and
said: “Ron, I’d like you to tell me some-
thing that I could be passionate about.
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or there is little respect for the philosophy
that is consistently being defended.”
Isn’t it sick to hear these guys dis-
cussing how they are going to spend the
budget “excess?” They’re already bor-
rowing $180 billion per year from Social
Security and yet they are talking about
having an “excess!” It’s rather trying.
The attitude up there on the budget is
just plain dangerous. I'm very uneasy
about having a $1.7 trillion budget, bal-
anced or not. The percentage of money
that they take from us is tremendous!
What if we had a budget of $2 trillion,
and it was truly balanced? That would be
horrible! It’d be better to have a budget at

$1 trillion and have it be out of balance.
Of course, it would be far better to have a
budget at $500 million and have an
excess! There’s no doubt about it — tax-
payers get it two ways... First, when the
government takes our money — that’s
bad enough; but, when they spend it,
that’s when they do the real harm!

Part of the “Republican Revolution” is
to-use block grants; most of the time, they
want to collect more money and hand it
out to the states. The Republicans actual-
ly increased the amount of money for
public housing, saying that block grants
would make the program more efficient.
But T kept saying: “The-issue is,-does
public housing work?Is public housing
morally right? Do you have the right to
take funds from one group and give them
to another?”” That fell on deaf ears."

It’s a shame we can’t do more to bring
those who are sincerely concerned about
the poor to a true understanding of the
problem. Bernie Sanders is a serious per-
son who thinks the poor are getting
ripped-off — and they are! But he does-
n’t understand it’s because these welfare
programs throw a few crumbs to the poor,
while the lion’s share goes to developers,
contractors, bankers, administrators and
bureaucrats.- These programs breed
crime, corruption, incompetence, bad ser-
vice, the whole works! We have to show
people that the real threat to the poor are
these liberal, big-spending Keynsians!

The Republicans right now are very
unhappy with themselves because they
think they made a political blunder in
1996. They produced a budget with a few
puny corrections, but the President
wouldn’t sign it. So non-essential ser-
vices were closed down for several days.
They were attacked for it and, to this day,
they’re convinced they lost that PR fight.
And they never want to do that again!
They are so scared. The worst part about
the shutdown was that those federal
employees got paid for all the work they
didn’t do! The only argument in favor of
that is that the country would probably be
better off if we just sent all the bureau-
crats home and paid them to do nothing!
Maybe we should try that with Congress
— offer to double their salaries if they
agree never to (continued on next page)
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FEATURE STORY

(continued from page 7)

go into session! (audience applauds)

How do we pursue the fight for free-
dom? Well, ultimately, it takes political
action. Our founding fathers knew what
they didn’t like, so they did something to
get rid of it and replaced it with some-
thing better. A lot of talk isn’t enough.

The question is: What is the proper role
of government? As libertarians, we say
it’s to protect liberty. In a free society,
individuals are permitted to pursue their
goals and deal with problems in their own
way. When government gets involved in
pursuing goals like economic equality
and prohibiting self-destructive behavior,
it stops performing its proper role: pro-
tecting liberty. Because it can’t do both:
those goals are at odds with each other.

The more freedom a society possesses,
the more wealth and justice it enjoys. The
problems comes when people forget the
premises of liberty and focus on acquir-
ing wealth through government coercion.

The 20th century has not been good for
freedom. 100-200 million people have
been killed by their own governments.
34-35 million people have been killed in
wars, most of them fought for the benefit
of special interests and tyrants. We have
to offer an alternative. We have to show
Americans that having more liberty, not
more government, is in their best interest.
We have to get people to think in a moral
way. What moral right does anyone have
to coerce us into doing what they think
we should do? We have to show people
that coercive government is not only
morally wrong, it’s a lousy system: it
causes poverty and war!

This country is moving towards fas-
cism — I call it fascism with a smile and
a gun. We're in a big struggle, and the
libertarian message is crucial. I believe
we can win if we concentrate on the
morality of this issue. I don’t know what
the future holds for the Libertarian Party,
but your success cannot be measured by
numbers alone. In Washington, they
know you exist. They know there is a lib-
ertarian message — and I'm not going to
let them forget about it! W
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INTERVIEW

Q&A With Joseph S. Farina

A Conversation with the LPC candidate for Attorney General

n the coming months, we

will publish a series of inter-
views with our state-wide can-
didates. This month, we talk
with Joseph S. Farina, candi-
date for Attorney General...

Q: What is your background?
A: I was born in New York in
1958. I lived there until 1976,

Joseph S. Farina

prohibit the ownership of cer-
tain classes of guns based on
vague terms such as “assault
weapons.” I will support con-
tinuing the strict enforcement
of Prop. 209. I’ll also argue for
ending governmental interfer-
ence with the efforts of Tribal
Indians to sponsor gambling
on their reservations.

when I enlisted in the U.S. Army. I
served three years as a combat engineer
in West Germany and received my hon-
orable discharge in 1979. I received my
B.A. in History from the University of
Maryland. Eventually, I moved to San
Jose, entered the Santa Clara University
School of Law, and graduated with a J.D.
in 1986. A week later, I married my wife,
Ann, and we moved to Sacramento. I was
admitted to the State Bar and have been
practicing ever since. My wife and I have
a nine year old son, Anthony.

Q: How did you discover the Libertarian
Party?

A: When I was in the Army, I read
Robert Ringer’s “Looking Out for
Number One” and “Restoring the
American Dream,” and knew I had found
a political and philosophical home. I
joined the Sacramento LP in 1987. I was
inspired by this band of troopers who,
despite their small numbers, were com-
mitted to achieving their aims.

Q: What is your most rewarding accom-
plishment as a libertarian activist?

A: Rebuilding the Sacramento LP dur-
ing my two terms as chairman in 1995
and 1996. We more than doubled our
paid membership and became a political
force that local media sought out to speak
as the opposition on bond measures and
other money grabbing schemes.

Q: What issues do you intend to focus on
during this election?

A: First, the total elimination of govern-
mental interference with Prop. 215. T will
also encourage local law enforcement
officials to issue concealed carry
weapons permits to all eligible citizens,
and urge the repeal of gun laws which

Q: How would you describe your oppo-
nents? .
A: Typical big government, status quo
types who have done or said nothing
about protecting the rights of California
citizens who have been abused by intru-
sive governmental laws and regulations.
Q: Ifyou could ask other Libertarians to
do something to help the party, what
would it be?

A: Contribute and volunteer. Money is
the mother’s milk of politics and volun-
teers are its foundation. While it’s crucial
to have strong principles as your building
blocks, money and volunteers are the
lubricants that keep the machine running.
Without strong financial support and
committed volunteers, the LP will
accomplish nothing. While some persons
may see our Party as one large philoso-
phy circle to debate the issues of the day,
I see the LP as the political conduit
through which our candidates can win
elections and energize supporters!

Q: If elected, what would be the single
most important thing you would try to
accomplish?

A: I'd work to show the citizens of
California that Libertarian principles are
practical and can work. Many people
think we have utopian ideals that can’t
work in the “real world.” It’s time to
show them otherwise!

To volunteer or contribute to Joseph S.
Farina’s campaign, write: The Committee
to Elect Joseph S. Farina, 8193 Bantry
Court, Sacramento, CA, 958209.
Telephone: (916) 685-1392. E-mail:
<johnhenr@cwo.com>. Campaign Web-
site: <www.jps.net/sactolp/jfarina>. l
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NEWS

LPC Takes
Positions on
Propositions

(continued from page 1)

On the other hand, the committee voted
to opposed Propositions 222 and 224.
Prop. 222 would increase the penalty for
the second degree murder of a peace offi-
cer to life without parole, while penalties
would remain lower for killing anyone
else. Since this would create a special
class of murder victim, the committee felt
the measure is in opposition to libertarian
principles. Proposition 224 would hurt
the cause of contracting out state govern-
ment services to save taxpayers money.
The measure would calculate state agen-
cies’ bids at only additional costs over
employees’ usual salaries, while private
bidders would have to include all costs.
Thus, the government bid would always
be artificially lower and thus the agency
would get the bid. As the LPC favors as
much privatization as possible, this mea-
sure should be vigorously opposed.

The committee voted to take no posi-
tion on Propositions 220 and 221 (techni-
cal measures involving the courts),
Proposition 223 (the 95/5 school financ-
ing measure) and Proposition 225 (a term
limits advisory measure that has been
withdrawn by its own supporters in favor
of another to appear in November). Prop.
223 seems positive on the surface, but
there appears to be a provision that would
make it difficult to contract out school
services to private enterprise. As it is a
mixed bag, no libertarian purpose would
be served either way.

The final measure is Prop. 226, the
measure to require employees to give per-
mission before their union dues could be
used for political activities. The commit-
tee was deeply divided, with seven mem-
bers favoring Prop. 226 and six members
opposed. For this reason, the default posi-
tion was to take no official position.

For the first time in 12 years, there are
no bond measures on the ballot. It’s like-
ly there will be many in November, giv-
ing Libertarians the opportunity to write
opposing ballot arguments at that time. W
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AROUND THE STATE

San Francisco:

Up & Running!

he past few years haven’t been the

best for the San Francisco LP: a
number of its most active members
moved out of the area and, consequent-
ly, regional activity diminished substan-
tially. The hardest blow to the region
came in July;:1997 when its unofficial
headquarters —
bookstore — wst xts ]
new Gay & Lesblan Lmnmm
Project: i

2

down, and the regmmsm‘ ng a come-
back. The Region’s Chair, known by
nom de plume of Starchﬂd tells the
story: “I decided around the end of last
year that it was time to get reorgamzed
I contacted the other officers and
arranged a meeting at my house in
January. Several hours
and a mailing of 200 postcards t

officers, mcludxng
After squeezing ty
living room, we .
local Round Table |
to 60, giving us the spa
In February, the
Arthur Kyle to serv:
Communications. ““Au
ject was setting up
reported Starchild, “for

information to local activi

regional web site, and
helped produce the first
newsletter we’ve had in
over a year.”
What else has the
region
been up
to? “Two
issues
we’ve

_ tional
~ tion at one of the

But you can’ ’t keep goed hertanans;

He’s also agreed to set up a

focused on at our January and February
meetings are proportional representa-
tion-and official harassment of people in
the “rave” dance scene,” said Starchild.

SFLP member Wayne Shepard has
long-standing involvement in propor-
tional representation as part of a local
group called the Electoral Reform
Coalition. He and a
member from the
Green Party made a
pitch for propor-
representa-

region’s recent
meetings.

“We also formed

Starchild

a Freedom to Dance Committee which
drafted a resolution and letter to city

officials,” said Starchild. “The main
points we stressed are the city’s lack of
respect for the Constitutional rights of
freedom of assembly and of religion.
San Francisco rave parties are routinely
busted for not having various permits,

» which are almost impossible to obtain.
- We plan to circulate it widely among
y  members of the electronic dance com-
~munity with the aim of spearheading a

coalmon to press for changes in the

,iaws”

Starchdd identified the local police
dowu on jpeople living in their cars

S another 1§sue of concern to his

“Municipal Police
it illegal to sleep
I am currently
0 brief our

[ ts of the less

’t easy, and
SmOothly for

ians. “We
stumbled badly fforts to get on
the ballot, due to tmfalmllanty with
the “process,” said Starchild, “so the

SFLP has no candidates on the ballot for
the coming election. On the bright side,
I look forward to an active year of local
party-building. We have a larger, more
dedicated group of libertarian activists
than San Francisco has seen in years,
and it’s only going to get better!” W
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_LPC OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Chair v _/ Regional l!opl :

“Mark Hinkle
V-Mail: (408) 243-2711
Fax: (408) 778-1115
E-Mail: chair@ca.lp.org

Joseph W. Dehn 111 (Santa Clara)'
Phone: (650) 858-1842 :
E-Mail: jwd3@dehnbase.fidonet.org
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Announcements

LP Stuff For Sale

Former LPC Chair  Gail
Lightfoot would like to announce
that she is offering Libertarian
Party promotional merchandise
for sale. All proceeds will go to
support LPC Region 40 (San
Luis Obispo County). Items for
sale include the following...

Bumper Stickers: Blue and
White saying “Vote Libertarian /
1-800-637-1776" ($1.00 each)

LP Flag: 3’x5 nylon silk-
screened flag features LP logo
encircled by 50 white stars on a
blue background. (call for price)

LP Desk Flag: 2”x3” banner
with the LP logo. ($10.00 each)

LP Decal: same design as the LP
flag, for window display or other
use. ($2.50 each)

LPC Banner: 2'x3’ flag featur-
ing the words “Libertarian Party
of California” in white lettering.
Silk screened on durable vinyl.
Features rod pocket across top
and corner grommets for hang-
ing. ($45.00 each)

T-Shirt #1: White LP logo on
blue background. Specify size: S,
M, L, XL, XXL ($15.00 each)

T-Shirt #2: Blue Lady Liberty
logo against rainbow background
on white shirt. “The Libertarian
Party — For Freedom’s Sake.”
Specify size: S, M, L, XL, XXL
($15.00 each)

T-Shirt #3: White porcupine and
lettering “Live and Let Live” on
black shirt. Specify size: S, M, L,
XL, XXL ($15.00 each)

Lapel Pin: blue and white Lady
Liberty logo on gold. ($10.00)

To order, contact Gail Lightfoot,
P.O. Box 598, Pismo Beach, CA
93448. Telephone: (481) 452-
3434. E-mail: gkltft@aol.com

Northern Vice Chair
Jon Petersen

141 Hays Ave.

San Jose, CA 95123
Phone: (408) 229-1726
Fax: (408) 972-1515

E-Mail: jon_petersen@earthlink.net

Southern Vice Chair

Bob Weber

3861 Mentone Ave. #44

Culver City, CA 90232

Phone: (310) 204-0612

E-Mail: 104450.3235@
compuserve.com

Treasurer

Eric Fine

350 Reeves Dr. #303

Beverly Hills, CA 90212
Phone: (310) 836-0276

Fax: (310) 552-9761

E-Mail: DOCFINER @aol.com

Secretary

Elizabeth Brierly

P.O. Box 611021

San Jose, CA 95161-1021
Phone: (408) 272-3191
E-Mail: secretary @ca.lp.org

LP OFFICES

National Office
The Libertarian Party

2600 Virginia Avenue NW, Ste. 100

Washington, DC 20037
Phone: (202) 333-0008
Fax: (202) 333-0072
E-Mail: hq@Ip.org

State Office

The Libertarian Party of California
655 Lewelling Blvd., Suite 362
San Leandro, CA 94579-1844
Phone: (510) 352-9469

E-Mail: office@ca.lp.org

Executive Director
Chair: Juan Ros

Phone: (818) 980-8833
E-Mail: juan@myself.com

Dan Litwin (San Diego)
Phone: (619) 565-7742
E-Mail: litwin@flash.net

Kit Maira (San Fernando Valley)

Phone: (818) 980-1233

E-Mail: 72037.430@
compuserve.com

Mark F. Murphy (Orange County)
Phone: (714) 458-1911
E-Mail: markm @mail.tyrell.com

Douglas J. Ohmen (East Bay)
Phone: (510) 820-0812
E-Mail: dohmen@aol.com

At-Large Reps

Tammy Austin
Phone: (415) 339-7887
E-Mail: MarinLP@webtv.net

Sharon Ayres

Phone: (714) 966-1211

E-Mail: 71553.2150@
compuserve.com

Ted Brown

Phone: (626) 286-7817
Fax: (626) 286-7837
E-Mail: Tedb@mail.idt.net

Gail Lightfoot

Phone: (805) 481-3434
Fax: (805) 481-9083
E-Mail: GKLtft@aol.com

Aaron Starr
Phone: (805) 583-3308
E-Mail: astarr101@aol.com

Jack Dean (1st. Alternate)

Phone: (714) 870-5585

E-Mail: JackDean@
HarryBrowne2000.org

José Castafieda (2nd. Alternate)
Phone: (562) 862-9152
E-Mail: LPCLaVc@aol.com
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REGIONAL CONTACTS

Antelope Valley (R68)
Contact: Eric Fussell
Phone: (805) 947-8101

Del Norte (R08)
Contact: Pat Sherry
Phone: (707) 465-1727
E-mail: patrick@ns].tlk.net

East Bay (R0O1)
Chair: Jeffrey R. Sommer

Phone: (510) 537-3212
E-Mail: jsommer@pacbell.net

El Dorado/Alpine (R09)
Contact: Fred Rouse
Phone: (916) 622-8008

Fresno (R10)

Chair: Rodney K. Austin

Phone: (209) 255-5561

E-Mail: rkaustin@cybergate.com
Web: www.valleylibertarians.org

Gold Country (R03)
Contact: Bob Mulvany
Phone: (209) 728-9056
E-Mail: mulvany@jps.net

Humboldt (R12)

Contact: Fred Mangels
Phone: (707) 443-6568
E-Mail: freddyM @wcinet.net

Imperial (R13)
Contact: Martin Castro
Phone: (619) 344-7722

Inyo/Mono (R26)
Chair: Bill Baucum

Phone: (760) 878-2288
E-Mail: baucum@panix.com

Kern (RI5)
Chair: Ryan Gifford
Phone: (805) 589-8734

Lassen (R18)
Contact: Bonnie Rutherford
Phone: (916) 251-6709

Long Beach (R66)
Chair: Bruce Dovner
Phone: (310) 327-9005

Los Angeles County

Chair: Bob Weber

Phone: (310) 204-0612

E-Mail: 10445.3235@
compuserve.com

Web: www.Iplac.org

Los Angeles/Central (R64)
Chair: Pam Probst

Phone: (213) 257-3207

E-Mail: pprobst@primenet.com

Los Angeles/S.E. (R65)
Chair: Rodger Rosie

Phone: (562) 865-4089
E-Mail: defend1776@aol.com

Los Angeles/West (R62)
Contact: Mike Binkley
Phone: (310) 470-7935

Madera/Mariposa (R20)
Chair: Jonathan Zwickel

Phone: (209) 645-5512

E-Mail: jonira@sirius.com
Web: www.valleylibertarians.org

Marin (R21)

Chair: Tammy Austin
Phone: (415) 339-7887
E-Mail: MarinLP @webtv.net

Merced (R24)
Chair: Art Cassretto
Phone: (209) 667-5286

Monterey County
Contact: Mark Dierolf
Phone: (408) 757-1568
E-Mail: markdierolf @
winningteam.com

Napa (R28)
Contact: Bill Crain
Phone: (707) 224-5535

Nevada (R29)
Chair: Gary A. Dusseljee
Phone: (916) 478-1776

North Coast (R17)
Contact: Emil Rossi
Phone: (707) 895-3261

Orange County (R30)
Chair: Brian Lee Cross
Phone: (714) 532-1755
E-Mail: blcross@pacbell.net
Web: www.lpoc.org

Pasadena/Glendale (R63)
Chair: Dennis Decherd
Phone: (562) 949-0595

Placer (R31)
Chair: Priscilla Falconi
Phone: (916) 784-1140

Riverside (R33)

Chair: Phil Turner >
E-Mail: philturner @earthlink.net
S/W County Contact: Gene Trosper
E-Mail: trosper @ez2.net

Sacramento (R34)
Chair: Gene Frazier

Phone: (916) 332-4805
E-Mail: LPSacto@jps.net
Web: www.jps.net/LPSacto

San Benito (R35)
Contact: Steve Gordon
Phone: (408) 636-1296
E-Mail: Vote4Librt@
ReadersChair.com

San Bernardino (R36)

Contact: Letha Dulaney

Phone: (909) 798-6668

E-Mail: constitution@compuserve.com

San Diego (R37)
Contact: Steve Green
Phone: (619) 562-8705
E-Mail: SteveGLP@aol.com
Web: www.sdlp.org

San Fernando Valley (R61)
Chair: Juan Ros

Phone: (818) 980-8833

E-Mail: juan@myself.com

San Francisco (R38)
Contact: Starchild

Phone: (415) 626-3036
E-Mail: dreamer@ziplink.net

San Gabriel Vly/East (R67)
Contact: Jerry Johnson
Phone: (626) 938-1011
E-Mail: BiglerNBigSur@webtv.net

San Joaquin (R39)
Contact: David Morrow
Phone: (209) 957-6322
E-Mail: dmorrowst@aol.com

San Luis Obispo (R40)
Chair: Gary Kirkland

Phone: (805) 466-2742
E-Mail: gkirkland @thegrid.net

San Mateo (R41)

Chair: Steve Marsland

Phone: (650) 738-5926

E-Mail: SEMarsland @aol.com
Web: www.california.com/~Ipsm/

Santa Barbara (R42)
Chair: Gregory Gandrud
Phone: (805) 566-1475
E-Mail: GGGandrud@aol.com
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Santa Clara (R43)
Chair: Marv Rudin

Phone: (408) 243-2711
E-Mail: autel@prodigy.com
Web: www.sc.ca.lp.org

Santa Cruz (R44)

Chair: David Bonino

Phone: (408) 458-5259

Web: www.scruznet.com/~grzflts/
tobin.html

Shasta (R45)

Chair: Allan L. Swain
Phone: (916) 472-3086
E-Mail: fernals@delphi.com

Solano (R43)
Chair: Mike Malin
Phone: (707) 426-0232

Sonoma (R49)

Contact: Dan Westphal
Phone: (707) 793-2295
E-Mail: Ipsonoma@aol.com

Stanislaus (R50)

Chair: Don DeGroat

Phone: (209) 527-1493
E-Mail: EWCHIEF@aol.com

Sutter/Yuba (R51)
Chair: Todd Herman

Phone: (916) 673-2208
E-Mail: LPCREGS51@otn.net

Tehama (R52)
Chair: Ross Crain
Phone: (916) 527-2676

Tulare (R54)

Chair: Pamela Pescosolido
Phone: (209) 594-4806

E-Mail: hourglass @earthlink.net
Web: www.valleylibertarians.org

Ventura (R56)
Chair: Saul Rackauskas
Phone: (805) 389-3035

Yolo (R57)

Chair: Eric Lund

Phone: (916) 362-0855
E-Mail: EricSLund@aol.com
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